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 Professional Legal Services Questionnaire 

A. Person or Firm Name & Principal Address:

B. Name, Title, & contact information of Firm Representative, as defined in Section 2-926 of the
Jefferson Parish Code of Ordinances, who is licensed to practice law in the State of Louisiana with a
minimum of five (5) years’ experience:

C. Location of the principal office where work will be performed:

D. Please check the legal field or fields in which Firm is qualified to perform services for Jefferson
Parish and include the number of years of experience in that particular field.

__ Bond Services (Years: ______) 

__ Elections (Years: ______) 

__ Administrative & Regulatory (Years: ____) 

__ Antitrust Law (Years: ______) 

__ Business Law (Years: ______) 

__ Criminal Justice (Years: ______) 

__ Dispute Resolution (Years: ______) 

__ Environmental, Energy & Resources (Years:20) 

__ Health Law (Years: ______) 

__ Intellectual Property (Years: ______) 

__ International Law (Years: ______) 

__ Labor & Employment Law (Years: ______) 

__ Public Contract Law (Years: ______) 

__ Science & Technology Law (Years: ______) 

__ State & Local Government Law (Years: ______) 

__ Taxation (Years: ______) 

__ Tort Trial & Insurance Practices (Years: ______) 

__ Complex Litigation (including asbestos litigation)    

    (Years:____) 

__ Securities (Years: ______) 

__ Ethics Law (Years: ______) 

__ Civil Service Matters (Years: ______) 

__ Civil Rights & the Constitution (Years: ______) 

__ Municipal Representation (including liability & 

intergovernmental conflicts) (Years: ______) 

__ Code Enforcement Matters (Years: ______) 
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 Professional Legal Services Questionnaire 
 
__ Public Utilities Law (Years: ______) 

__ Communications Law (Years: ______) 

__ Transportation Law (Years: ______) 

__ Property (Years: ______) 

__ Trust & Estate Law (Years: ______)        

__ Other/specific project as required by the 

advertisement (Years:_______) 

__ Oil Spill Litigation (Years: ______) 

__ Public Finance (Years: ______) 

__ Land Use, Planning & Zoning Law (Years: ______) 

__ Economic Development (Years: ______) 

__ Construction Law (Years: ______) 

 

E. List all subcontractors anticipated for this Project. Please note that all subcontractors must submit a 
fully completed copy of this questionnaire, applicable licenses, and any other information required by 
the advertisement. See Jefferson Parish Code of Ordinances, Sec. 2-928(a)(3). Please attach additional 
pages if necessary. 

Name & Address: Specialty: 
Worked with 

Firm Before (Yes 
or No): 

1. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

2. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

3. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

4. 
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 Professional Legal Services Questionnaire 
 
F. Professional Training and experience in relation to the type of work required for the outside legal 

services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G. Size of Firm and capacity for timely completion of newly assigned work considering the number of 

professional and support personnel required to perform the type of outside legal services tasks and 
the Firm’s current unfinished workload. 
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 Professional Legal Services Questionnaire 
 

i. Please specify the total number of support staff that may assist in the completion of a matter 
for each area of the law selected above: __________ 

 
ii. List any attorneys that may assist in the completion of a matter for each area of the law 

selected above. If necessary, please attach additional documentation that demonstrates the 
employment history and experience of the Firm’s attorneys that may assist in the completion 
of this Project (i.e. resume). Please attach additional pages if necessary. 

Name: Legal Field: Years of Experience in 
Legal Field: 

1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

5. 
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 Professional Legal Services Questionnaire 
 
H. Past performance by person or Firm on Parish contracts. Please attach additional pages if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. Adversarial legal proceedings between the Parish and the person or Firm performing professional 

services, in which the Parish prevailed, and excluding those instances or cases where the person or 
Firm was added as an indispensable party, or where the person or Firm participated in or assisted the 
public entity in prosecution of its claim. In the event that the person or Firm fails to provide accurate 
and detailed information regarding legal proceedings with the Parish, including the absence of legal 
proceedings, the person or firm shall be deemed unresponsive with regard to this category, and zero 
(0) points shall be awarded. Please attach additional pages if necessary. 
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 Professional Legal Services Questionnaire 
 
J. Prior successful completion of projects of the type and nature of legal services, as defined, for which 

Firm has provided verifiable references. (List no more than 10 projects.) 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. 
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 Professional Legal Services Questionnaire 
 
6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. 
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	A Person or Firm Name  Principal Address: Capitelli & Wicker
1100 Poydras Street, Suite 2950
New Orleans, LA 70163
504.582.2425
	B Name Title  contact information of Firm Representative as defined in Section 2926 of the Jefferson Parish Code of Ordinances who is licensed to practice law in the State of Louisiana with a minimum of five 5 years experience: Michael S. Sepcich, Esq.
Capitelli & Wicker
of Counsel
1100 Poydras Street, Suite 2950
New Orleans, LA 70163
504.582.2425
mss@capitelliandwicker.com
	C Location of the principal office where work will be performed: Capitelli & Wicker
1100 Poydras Street, Suite 2950
New Orleans, LA 70163
504.582.2425
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	F Professional Training and experience in relation to the type of work required for the outside legal servicesRow1: For thirty years now, the New Orleans law firm of Capitelli and Wicker has been providing professional legal representation in and around the metropolitan New Orleans area.  Whether our client has been an individual in a civil matter or a governmental agency in a complex negotiation, the attorneys at Capitelli & Wicker combine personalized attention with aggressive representation to obtain the best possible outcome for our clients.  Our attorneys are experienced, creative, and have the proven ability to help our clients find their best solution.

The firm's attorneys have a longstanding record of successfully representing governmental entities and municipal bodies, including the City of New Orleans, the City of Westwego, Plaquemines Parish, and the Jefferson Parish Coroner's Office.  Additionally, the firm served as General Counsel for the New Orleans Regional Transit Authority for a number of years and our attorneys have represented a number of elected officials personally in a variety of cases, including election challenges.

Our attorneys served as part of the lead outside negotiating team for the City of New Orleans in its claim against the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) regarding the damages the city experienced to its roads and infrastructure from Hurricane Katrina.  After years of negotiations, the City of New Orleans and FEMA reached a settlement in the amount of $2 billion dollars to help fix the city's roads, water system and complex drainage system.  Three years after the settlement agreement was reached and executed our attorneys provided representation to the City in its audit process with the Federal Homeland Security Office of Inspector General, which initially requested that the City's settlement award be vacated.  

The firm's newest attorney, Michael S. Sepcich, has 20+ years of complex business experience that includes coastal restoration funding and grant administration experience, having served as part of the  Jefferson Parish outside coastal program management team providing executive support to the Parish in development of its coastal plan.  Mr. Sepcich, also provides counsel to Plaquemines Parish and serves on the Louisiana Watershed Initiative outside program management executive team.  Prior to attending law school, Mr. Sepcich worked as a legislative aide to the Honorable John Alario during his tenure as Speaker of the Louisiana House of Representatives.      
	G Size of Firm and capacity for timely completion of newly assigned work considering the number of professional and support personnel required to perform the type of outside legal services tasks and the Firms current unfinished workload: 
Capitelli and Wicker has 6 attorneys who work out of its New Orleans office.  We have the resources needed to staff additional matters.  In addition to our in-house attorneys, our firm employees various administrative staff including paralegals, law clerk, legal assistants and IT personnel.  Carey Wicker heads the civil litigation for the firm and Ralph Capitelli leads the firm's business litigation for the firm.  Both are responsible for coordinating and assigning matters to Capitelli and Wicker team members based on the complexity, experience, and anticipated costs. 
	undefined_35:     7
	Name: T. Carey Wicker, III
	Legal Field1: Litigation - Civil
	Years of Experience in Legal Field1: 43
	Legal Field2: Litigation - Civil, Criminal, Business
	Years of Experience in Legal Field2: 48
	Legal Field3: Litigation, Coastal Resources, Business, Civil
	Years of Experience in Legal Field3: 24
	Legal Field4: Business Litigation, Criminal
	Years of Experience in Legal Field4: 20
	Legal Field5: 
	Years of Experience in Legal Field5: 
	Text40: Ralph J. Capitelli
	Text41: Michael S. Sepcich
	Text42: Brian J. Capitelli
	Text43: 
	H Past performance by person or Firm on Parish contracts Please attach additional pages if necessaryRow1: None.
	I Adversarial legal proceedings between the Parish and the person or Firm performing professional services in which the Parish prevailed and excluding those instances or cases where the person or Firm was added as an indispensable party or where the person or Firm participated in or assisted the public entity in prosecution of its claim In the event that the person or Firm fails to provide accurate and detailed information regarding legal proceedings with the Parish including the absence of legal proceedings the person or firm shall be deemed unresponsive with regard to this category and zero 0 points shall be awarded Please attach additional pages if necessary: 
Gloria Spansel v. Timothy Anderson and Parish of Jefferson, 24th Judicial District Court for the Parish of Jefferson, State of Louisiana, No. 807-236, Division E.  Carey Wicker represents Ms. Spansel, a 94-year old resident of Jefferson Parish who was rear-ended by parish employee Timothy Anderson (who has since died, making the Parish an indispensable party).  The accident occurred on June 17, 2019 on W. Napoleon Ave. in Metairie, Louisiana, where the impact caused Ms. Spansel to be pushed into the vehicle in front of her.
	1: Ralph Capitelli and Brian Capitelli of Capitelli and Wicker served as part of the lead negotiating team for the City of New Orleans in its claim against the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) regarding the damages the city experienced to its roads and infrastructure from Hurricane Katrina.  After years of negotiations, the City of New Orleans and FEMA reached a settlement in the amount of $2 billion dollars to help fix the city's roads, water system and complex drainage system.  The negotiations included interpretation and application of U.S. and Louisiana statutory and constitutional provisions pertaining to emergency proclamations and qualified reimbursement items for municipal bodies. Reference: Mitchell J. Landrieu, Mayor of City of New Orleans, 2010-2018.
	2: Ralph Capitelli of Capitelli and Wicker served as general counsel for the New Orleans Regional Transit Authority.  The firm's duties were vast and included managing hundred's of civil litigation matters involving personal injury, loss of income, hospital expenses and wrongful death.  Our firm also provided the RTA with general corporate advice in areas of human resources and employment matters, ADA policies, Title VI and NEPA requirements, and provided support for the procurement of other outside counsel through the RFP process.  Reference: Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of City of New Orleans, 1986-1994; Marc Morial, Mayor of City of New Orleans, 1994-2002; Mitchell J. Landrieu, Mayor of City of New Orleans, 2010-2018.
	5: Carey Wicker of Capitelli and Wicker has extensive civil trial litigation experience, having tried numerous of cases in various state and federal courts throughout the Gulf Coast Region.  Carey's experience includes over 50 reported civil cases involving injuries, business income loss, class actions and complex professional liability.  In fact, in 2018 Carey recorded the state's largest professional liability verdict of $10.8 million dollars in a complex medical case - Dominic Sousa v. Children's Hospital, et al.  Additionally, Mr. Wicker's relevant experience includes representing various local businesses related to loss of profit due to the 2010 BP Oil Spill, successfully negotiating settlements in advance of trial.  References: too many to list but available upon request. 
	Text44: Capitelli and Wicker attorney Michael Sepcich is part of the litigation team for the Jefferson Parish Coroner's office in its opioid MDL suit.  The suit seeks reimbursement for the coroner's office for the inordinate expenses and damages related to Jefferson parish deaths related to the ongoing national opioid epidemic. The suit seeks to hold the manufacturers of various opioid drugs responsible.  The litigation is in the pre-trial phase and is expected to settle prior to trial. Reference: Attorney Albert J. Nicaud.
	Text45: Capitelli and Wicker attorney Michael Sepcich successfully represented the City of Westwego with its claim against both its property insurer and FEMA as a result of Hurricane Katrina.  The litigation involved the development of project worksheets for various city properties and assets and also for emergency reimbursements. Mr. Sepcich was able to successfully negotiate a favorable pre-trial settlement for the City and maximize the City's recovery.  The case was mediated over two-days after extensive pre-trial discovery and negotiations. Reference: Robert Billiot, Mayor-Elect, City of Westwego.
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